PROPOSALS | 


Made in the Year 1720. 
T6 TRE 


_ Pariſhioners of Stroud, 


NEAR 


Rechefter i in Kent, 


For Building a 
W O RK - HOUSE 
THERE; 
With an Account of the good Succels thereof : 
And likewiſe of 


Several Work- Houſes in Eſex, &c. 
Publiſh'd to encourage all large and populous Pariſhes 


to purſue the ſame Deſign; it being very advanta- 
geous to the Rich, as well as the Poor. 
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Haiah I. 17. 


m— Learn to do well, ſeek Judgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fut her- 
leſs, plead for the Widow. 
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By the Ltd of STROUD. 
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Printed and Sold by J. Downing, 11 Bartholomew-Cloſe, near | 
Weſt-Smithfield, 1725. 
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PROPOSALS, Oc. 


HE. Neceſſities, Miſery, and Diſtreſs of ſome Fami- 
lies, the Idleneſs and Wickednets of others, and the 
heavy Charge that lies upon this Pariſh, in ſupport- 

ing both Sorts, have occaſion'd the Calling of this 

off Veſtry. And as we find that zeceſſiroue Perſons increaſe, 
and will daily do fo, unleſs tome more effectual 

Care be taken, for a more regular Proviſion for them, than by the 

ordinary Practice is, or can be done; it is therefore hop'd, that the 

following Propoſals, for erecting an Houſe of Charity and Induſtry, will 
be very acceptable to all good and publick-ſpirited Perſons. 

The Variety of Mens Tempers, ſome private Erds, perhaps ſome 
Prejudice to the chief Promoters of this Defign, or the Warr of a 
clear Underſtanding of it, may, poſſibly, occaſion ſome Oppsſition. But 
tis humbly hop'd, that in an Affair, which promites ſo many 
Advantages to both Rich and Poor, no Heat and Clamour will be 
us'd, no Trouble given by impertinent and frivolous Objettions 
but that every Gentleman, who may diſlike the Deſign, will ocker 
his Reaſons ſoberly and calmly againſt it, having no Regard to 
any other Ends, but ſuch as tis intended to ſerve, viz. The Glory 
of God, the Eſtabliſhing a more regular and comfortable Subſiſt- 
ance for the Poor, the promoting of Induſtry and Piety, and the 
common Good of this large, neceflitous, and diſorderly Pariſh, 
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Fir then tis propos'd, That a large convenient Houſe be built, 
wherein all Pariſh Orphans nfay be kept under a Mafter and Miſtreſs ; 
|. and lodg'd, fed, and wholly maintained in the ſaid Houſe. That 

thele Children be inſtructed in Reading, &c. two Hours every Day; 
and afterwards be ſet to Work, and bred up in Habits of Induſtry 
and Diligence; which now, thro' the Careleſneſs, Perverſeneſs, or 
fooliſh Indulgence of their Nurſes, (we find by Experience) cannot 
poſſibly be done. Children of ſeven or eight Years old, may earn 
two Pence per Day, others three Pence z which, in this publick 
Way of Living, will go very far towards their Maintenance. And 
this Method will make us as happy in Their Services, as we have 
been unhappy thro' their Parents or Nurſes Vices. Beſides, ſuch as 
have been educated after this Manner, and inur'd to Labour and 
Induſtry, will be more eaſily put out without any Money, than 
other idle, unciviliz'd, wicked Children with a conſiderable Sum. I 
think there can be no Room for Objections here; eſpecially if it 
be conſider'd, how many of theſe poor Creatures, for Want of being 
brought up this Way, come to be deſperately miſerable ; Beggars 
and Vagabonds perhaps ; and ſo continue all their Lives. They die 
without Inſtruction, and in the Greatneſs of their Folly they go aſtray. 

Secondly, It is propos'd, That the Aged, Sick, and Imporent Poor, 
be alſo provided for in this Houſe. Here will be all neceſſary 
Proviſions, and convenient and ſeparate Lodgings for them. They 
will aſſiſt, and be in ſome Meaſure helpful to one another. And 
by living thus together, they will be much better ſubſiſted, to 
1 their own Comfort, and the Pariſh's Eaſe and Honour, than they 
are at preſent. For *tis well known, that ſuch Poor often undergo 
extream Hardſhips in Time of Sickneſs; they want Nurſes, and 
other Neceſſaries, ſuitable to their Condition; and ſuffer very 
_— to the Scandal of Religion, and the great Diſcredit of the 
Pariſh. | 

Thirdly, It is propos'd, That all Elderly Women, who may be 
only chargeable to the Pariſh for their Houſe-Rent, ſhould have 
convenient Appart: ments here; but maintain themſelves as before, 
by going out to work, to fell Fiſh, cc. unleſs any of them may 
be willing to be wholly ſubſiſted in the Houſe, to help waſh, brew, 
make Beds, look after the Children, and do ſuch other Offices as 
they may be wanted for. | 

Fourthly, That Widows and their Children be likewiſe received into 
the Houſe. There is now no better Pretence for a large Penſion, 
than a Woman's having a pretty many Children. Whereas ſe- 
veral of them, with good Care and Management, might almoſt 
maintain themſelves. The Mother, if ſhe can get more abroad, 

may 
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way only be lodg'd in the Houſe, and buy her own Cloaths and' 
Diet; but be oblig'd to contribute ſomething to the Maintenance 
of her Children, unleſs ſhe rather chuſes to take their Earnings, 
and to provide tor them herſelf. 

Fifthly, As this Pariſh is at a great Expence every Year, by car- 
rying ſuch travelling People, as fall Sick in the Place, to Publick- 
Houſes ;, it is propos'd, that ſuch Perſons (during their Illneſs) be 
accommodated in this Houſe ; where there will be always ſeveral 
Women to look after them, and a proper Room, Bed, &c. pro- 
vided for ſuch Accidents. And the Expence will be inſignificant, 
conſidering there muſt be a daily Proviſion made for the Houle. 

Laſtly, it is propoſed, That the Charity-School be annexed to 
the Work-Houſe, and the Children be ſet to work part of their 
Time. By which Means the Charge of having ſeparate Houſes, 
and two Maſters and Miſtreſſes, will be ſav'd; and a common Ob- 
jection againſt the Charity-Schools effectually remoy'd, viz. that 
the Children, by being kept to School ſeveral Years without Work, 
are not afte-wards eaſily reconciFd to it; tho' they have nothing 
3 elle to live by but their Labour. 

The Advantages of this Deſign, will be very conſiderable to the 
Pariſh. The annual Aſſeſſments for the Poor, and our Gift of 60 I. 
jer Annum, from the City of Rocheſter, amount now to about 290 J. 
and *tis not likely that the yearly Charge of this Houſe will ex- 
ceed 10 JI. per Month, as it appears by ſeveral Houſes in Eſſex, 
&c. in which there are as many Poor, or rather more (I think) 
than we may expect to have in Ours. 

We purpole to build the Houſe with. the 60 J. payable yearly 
from Rocheſter ;, it being (in the Opinion of a very eminent Lawyer ) 
agreeable to the Will of the Donor of that Charity, as the Inha- 
bitants are no Way capable of doing it themſelves. And this 
will occaſion the withdrawing of that Gift for five or ſix Years, 
I to pay for the Building. But notwithſtanding this, the Pariſh will 
I in all Likelihood prelently become great Gainers by this Under- 

taking; but they will be more fo, when the Debt is paid; and 


this 601. per Annum comes to be more properly and uſefully ap- 
#$ ply, than it has formerly been. That Charity (I truſt) will then 
; fave many a poor Family even from coming to the Pariſh ;, as it will 


enable us to help them very conſiderably with Reſpett to their 
Children, more than we can now do by our Subſcriptions to the 
Charity-School. For, if we neither feed nor lodge ſuch Children, 
yet we may inſtrult, cloath, employ, and place out All, that need our 
Aſſiſtance. And this Method (as I faid before) will preſerve many 
4: Family from falling to Poverty, and conſequently be of great Ad- 
vantage to you. And This may allo be allow'd to be an Honourable 
| Way 
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Way (1 wiſh no worſe was in Faſhion) for the Rich to partale of 
Charities given to the Por. In ſhort, the great Service of that 
ancient Bequeſt, will then begin to be very ſenſibly felt by every 
Body; whereas (I am ſorry to fay) the good Effects of it hitherto 
have not been 1o generally perceiv'd, | 

When this good Work is finiſh'd, the Pariſh will not have half 
the Difficulty they now find in managing the Poor. A great 
many will take Care to maintain themſelves, rather than come 
into the Houſe. Neither can there be any Room for Complaints 
to Juſtices, &c. after there is an honeſt Employment, Food, Raiment, 
and Habitation provided for All that need them. This Work- 
Houſe will prove an happy Expedient to bring all idle People to 
ſuch an Habit of Induſtry, that there will not be a Beggar bred 
in the Pariſh; nor can there be a miſerable Perſon in the Nation, 
if the ſame Courſe be taken throughout it. 

*Twill be a Means too to prevent much of that Ignorance 
and Wickedneſs, which is now found amongſt our Poor ; as alſo 
(I hope) the happy Occaſion of their Growing in Grace and Know- 
ledge, and walking in the Paths of Righteouſneſs. The regular Life in 
this Houſe, with an eaſie, moderate and honeſt Labour, and religious 
Inſtructions, will even make it a Nurſery and School of Induſtry 
and Virtue, bring great Honour to the Pariſh, and much Comfort 
to every good Man, that ſhall fincerely engage in it. 
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An Account of the good Succeſs of the fore- 
going Propoſals, ſent to the Secretary 
of the Society for Promoting Chri- 
{tian Knowledge, in the Yar 1723. 


S IX, 


OON after theſe Propo/als were made, the YVeſtry came to a 
Reſolution to build an Houſe, and appointed teven Perſons 
Truſtees to manage that Affair. And they preſently contracted 
with a Builder, and eretted a large convenient Brick-Houle in the 
Year 1721, which coſt 360 J. The Perſon who built it, worthily 
conſented to be paid by our yearly Charity from the City of Ro- 
cheſter : And the employing that Gift this Way, (as was ſaid be- 
fore in the Propoſal) was, in the Opinion of a very eminent Lamyer, 
agreeable to the Will of the Donor ; whoſe principal Deſign was 
to promote Induſtry and good Living among the Poor, and to 
make their Lives more comfortable to themſelves and others, than 
they commonly are. And how far this Houſe has, and 1s like 
to anſwer what is offered in the Propoſals, I now beg Leave to 
acquaint the Society, ; 

The firſt Article relates to Pariſh-Orphans : * And they are happily 
provided for in theſe Houſes. We have now 14 or 15 in ours; 
who are employ'd in Spinning Jerley by a Perſon of the Pariſh, 
who twiſts and dies it, and then ſells it for Stockings; and ſome 
can earn 24. per Day in Winter, and 34. in the Summer, The 
Officers receive their Money, and provide every Thing they want, 
Theſe Children us'd to be kept in poor Families at 2 s. per Week, 
and bred up in the groſſeſt Idlenets and Vice! But now they are 
inur'd to Labour, and help maintain themſelves, earning at leaſt 
their Diet. And by this Method, a great deal is ſav'd to the 
Pariſh, and the Children themſelves virtuouſly and chriſtianly 
brought up, and made fit for good Services. 

I ſhould acquaint you likewiſe, that we intend not that Spinning 
ſhall be their whole Buſineſs; but they are to be taught to knit 
their own Stockings, to make their Caps, Aprons, and Shitts ; to 
clean the Houſe, make Beds, to aſſiſt (as they are able) in waſhing 
and getting up the Cloaths, dreſſing of Victuals, and ſuch other Of- 
fices, as will make them good Servyants. We put out one Girl = 
| aſt 
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laſt Week upon good Terms, into a ſober Family, and ſhall do the 

Jame by the reſt, as they become qualify'd. And this Propoſal, as 
: Ic takes Place in Market Towns, and populous Pariſhes, will, J hope, 
4 ave many a poor Orphan from being ruin'd. We now find Pariſh- 
| Officers too eager to get rid of them; and they place them out 
ſo young with little Money (two Guineas a common Price) to 
forry Maſters, that 'tis little better than murdering them. But 
when Children are put into a Way of contributing to their own 
Maintenance, and may be kept in theſe. Houſes at little or no 
Charge to the Pariſh, till they are old enough for Trades or Ser- 
vices; it can hardly be ſuppos'd, that Officers will then be ſo mon- 
ſtrouſly cruel, as to go on in the old Road of ſacrificing them. 
Beſides, I hope thoſe Gentlemen will alſo ſeriouſly conſider farther, 
that God himſelf defenderh the Fatherleſs, and will ſurely be the 
Avenger of all ſuch as are lo void of Bowels of Mercy towards them. 
The Command is plain and expreſs; Te ſhall not afflic® any Widow, 
or fatherleſs Child. If thou affi:& them in any wiſe, and they cry at all 
unto me, I will ſurely hear their Cry, And my Wrath ſhall wax hot, 
and I will kill you with the Sword; and your Wives ſhall be Widows, 
and your Children fathericſs, Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24. This barbarous 
Pratlice might indeed be in a good Meaſure ſuppreſs'd, if His 
Majeſty's Jiſtices of the Peare would ſign no Indentures, without en- 
quiriug into the Age of the Children, and the Character and Cir- 
cumſtances of their intended Maſters ; or at leaſt not without an 
Order of Veſtry, ſign'd by the Miniſter of the Pariſh (where ſuch 
Children live; who (tis to be ſuppos'd) will be very cautious 
and vigilant in ſo important a Matter. 

But if our Legiſlators ſhould, in their great Wiſdom, think fit 
to reviſe and make any Additions to the lte A, relating to 
Work-Houſes, it is to be hop'd, that this great Hardſhip poor 
Pariſh-Orphans now lie expos'd to, will be entirely remov'd ; and 
that then a Claule will be likewiſe added, empowering ſome of 
the Ableſt and Diſcreeteſt Inhabitants to att always jointly with the 
Pariſh-Officers in the Direction of the faid Houſes. And by this 
Method they cannot well fail to anſwer all the excellent Ends 
we have ſo much Reaſon to expect from them. 

The ſecond Article is to provide for the Aged, Sick, and Impo- 
tent Poor in theſe Houſes. And this End they and ſerve in all 
Reſpects. We have now ſeveral very ancient Men, that live ag 
comfortably in our Houſe, as any Perſons in the Pariſh. The 
are wholly remov'd from the Cares and Troubles ot this Life, and 
have little or nothing to do, but to prepare themſelves for the 


next. 
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next, When they are ſick, we have a convenient Appartment for 
them, and ſome of the Women of the, Houſe look after them : 
They have likewiſe an Apothecary to attend them, and want no- 
thing that their Caſes may require. We have one Man in the 


Houle about 56, who has been little better than a common Beg- 


gar for many Years. Some Time ago he was brought from 
another Pariſh very ill, and ready to be devour'd with Vermine; 
and all poſſible Care was preſently taken of him; our Apothecary 
attended him, and the Officers provided new Cloaths for him. And 
now unleſs he gives over rambling, and continues orderly in the 
Houſe, doing ſuch Work as the Governours think him capable of, 
our next Care will be to ſend him to an Houſe of Correttion. 
We have allo a very old deaf Woman in the Houſe, who knits 
well, and is uſeful that Way, confidering her Age. We have like- 
wiſe (ſeveral other Women; and. ſome are able to waſh, dreſs 
Victuals, &c. and even the moſt infirm, can reel, ſew and mend the 
Childrens Cloaths; and are ſerviceable. in one Reſpett or other. 
The third Propoſal was, that all Elderly Women, who were only 
chargeable to the Pariſh for their Houſe-Rent, ſhould be accommo- 
dated in this Houſe, but we have not one of this Sort; tho? 
before our Houſe was built, that ſingle Article amounted to near 
30 J. per Annum, and occaſioned a great deal of Trouble to the 
Officers of the Pariſh. 288 
The fourth Article related to ſuch Widows, as had Children, and 
commonly large Penſions upon that Account. But neither are we at 
much Charge this Way. | We have onely one Woman and her 
three Children, who are allow'd a Room in the Houſe; but the 
Mother goes out to Work, and the Children ſpin, and have their 
own Earnings, maintaining themſelves. There were ſeveral others, 
who were Penſioners before; but being healthy, robuſt Perſons, 
they openly.declar'd, that they weuld drink lets ſtrong Beer, &c. 
and work their Fingers to the Bones, before they would come 
into the Houſe, or be any longer oblig'd to the Pariſh. And, I 
think, I may ſafely aver, that they live better now withour, than 
they did before with their monthly Allowances. - 
A conſiderable Sum is likewiſe yearly ſav'd to our Pariſh by 
the fifth Fropeſal. For we ſend now ſuch poor travelling People, as 
fall fick in our Streets, to the Work-Fouſe, and not to Ale- Houſes, 


#Z as utual; where large Reckonings were ptelently run up, and ſuch 
extravagant Things done, that many have pretended themſelves 


ſick for the Sake of being ſent to ſuch Quarters. But ſince we 
have taken this Courſe, we have not had half the Trouble as 
before. A Woman indeed, not long ſince, pretended ſhe was in 
Travail, expecting Money my the Officers to go forward to the 
le next 
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next Pariſh, But being conducted to the Houſe, put to Bed, aud 
made to take Things proper for her Condition, the found ſhe 
ſhould be detected, and ſo ſoon took an Opportunity to go about 
her Buſineſs; whereas if ſhe had been ſent to a Publick-Houſe, I 
know not how long her Labour might have laſted.” 

*T'was propos'd in the laſt Article, that the Charity-Schools ſhould 
be annexed to the Work-Houſes, Ours is ſo; and very many Ad- 
vantages attend it. We gave before 25 l. per Annum to a Maſter 
and Miſtrels, with two Chaldrons of Coals, and paid 61. a Year 
Houle-Rent. But now, by having ſuch a convenient Room for the 
School in the Work-Houle, that one Maſter and Miſtreſs will ſerve 
for both, we ſave great Part of this Money, and apply it to a good 
Uſe, which we very much wanted it for, iz. to place out our 
Charity-Children to good Trades and Services. | Several Boys have 
already had the Benefit of it; and there are others, who will 
ſhortly be qualify d to receive it. This Method is farther advan- 
tageous both to our Charity-Children, and Pariſh-Orphans. For ſome 
of the former ſpin and earn 2d and 3d per Day; and ſo have not 
only their Education, Cloaths, and Money to place them out; but 
partly maintain themſelves, even while they are at School, by being 
thus ſet to Work, and carrying Home their Earnings to their Pa- 
rents. The latter, viz. the poor Pariſh-Orphans, have likewiſe the 
Opportunity of good —_— with their Labour, and are allow'd 
ſufficient Time every Day for their Learning. Tis a great Plea- 
fure to me to viſit them often, to ſee them ſometimes induſtrious 
at their Wheels, ſometimes, diligent at their Books; and to find 
them Mornings and Evenings devoutly praying to God for them- 
ſelves and Benefactors, and ſinging Pſalms, and praifing him for 


theſe ſignal Mercies vouchſafed unto them. Amongſt theſe Chil- 
dren, we have a poor Girl, who, before ſhe was taken into the 


Houſe, was the moſt miſerable Wretch upon Earth. Her Face 
is ſadly burnt and disfigur'd; and being almoſt blind, ſhe did no- 
thing but creep about begging in the Streets; and ſuch a lamentable 


Spedtacle, as, I think, was hardly ever ſeen. But, I thank God, there 


is a great Alteration in her Circumſtances; and ſhe is now as 
happy, as before ſhe was miſerable. This poor Creature has a 
good Memory, and a ſoft pleaſant Voice; and *tis delightful to 
hear her repeat Biſhop Ken's Hymns, which her Miftreſs has taught 
her. Neither is ſhe altogether uſeleſs in the Houſe; ſhe hel 
about the Beds, and makes a ſhift to do ſome other little Things 
in it. 

This, Sin, is the preſent State of our Houſe; and, I hope, it 
thews the Propoſals to be practicable in every Part of them, They 


are likewiſe altogether as advantageous to the whole Pariſh. Our 
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Houſe was open'd about Midſummer 1722; and preſently check'd 
the Growth of our, Rates, which were in a fair Way to have 
riſen to ſuch an Height, that, I verily believe, the Inhabitants 
could never have been able to have paid them. As ſoon as we 
had reſolv'd upon this Undertaking, 'twas agreed that our Charity 
from Rocheſter, ſhould be reſerv'd to pay for the Building; and 
that 66 J. is ſav'd entire for that Purpoſe every Year. Beſides 
which, our Poor Rates Decreaſe ; notwithſtanding ſeveral chargeable 
Accidents about Settlements, &c. have happen'd ; and we have 
been at -a' conſiderable Expence in furniſhing the Houſe. And *tis 
eaſie to ſnew, (and, I believe, moſt of the Pariſhioners are convinc'd 
of it) that in a little Time they will not be oblig'd to raiſe 
above 100 J. per Year, whereas the Rates (excluſive of the Rocheſter 
Charity) lately amounted to 230 l. and were ſtill riſing. Beſides, 
the Money, now expended in the Houſe, circulates duly among 
the Tradeſmen of the Pariſh, who ſerve it in their Turns, and 
have their Bills regularly paid, Whereas, what Money the Poor 
receiv'd before, was for the moſt Part idly and extravagantly ſpent, 
and did little real Service to themſelves or their Neighbours, 
But more of this will be ſeen from the Rules of the Houſe, and 
the Method of keeping our Boot,; which I will likewiſe ſend you, 
as ſoon as I have Time to copy them. | 

Such are the Advantages which we do, and ſhall reap from our 
Work- Houſe ;, and that without farming it out, without pinching the 
Poor, or getting rid of our poor Orphans, after a cruel and un- 
chriſtian: Manner. But give me Leave, S1x, to add, that there 
are ill more behind; Great and Noble ones. For Bleſſed is the Man, 
that provideth for the ſick and needy : The Lord will deliver him in the 
Time of Trouble. This Work, and Labour of Love, will teſtify our 
Gratitude to our great Benefactor and Redeemer, and entitle us 
to his Pavour and Mercy. Inaſmuch, He will ſay at the great 
Day of Judgment, as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 
my Brethren, 2 have done it unto mo. | 

I think I have nothing: further to trouble the Society with at 
preſent, but only to aſſure them, that I am, 


b . 5 FRE Ry oe 
Their moſt oblig'd and moſt 
obedient humble Servant, 


1 Ca. Pafel. 
Sa. - 4 
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in the Account, &C. 


A Copy of the Articles and Orders promisd © 


At a Veſtry held in the Pariſh Church of Stroud, Nov. 15. 
1722. the following Articles were agreed to. 


I. HAT Twelve Governours be appointed to direct the Affairs 
of the Work-Houſe for one whole Year ; and to report the 
State of it at a Veſtry, to be held once a Quarter. 

Il. THAT a weekly Account be kept, in a Book provided for 
that Uſe, of all Disburſements in the {aid Houle ; and that the 
Overſeers of the Poor, do bring conſtantly to the Quarterly Veſtry, 
an Acconnt of all their Expences out of the Houſe, to be entred like- 
wile in the ſaid Book, for the SatisfaQtion of all the Pariſhioners. 

III. THAT a Bill of Fare be given by the Governours to the 
Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houle. 

IV. THAT the Governours viſit the Houſe by Turns; Two 
every Day; and that whoſoever fails of ſo doing in Perſon, or 
by a Deputy (ſubſtituted out of their own Number) ſhall for- 
feit Six-Pence for every ſuch Default, to be diſpos'd of by the 
Majority of the ſaid Governours, | 

V. THAT certain Orders be drawn up, relating to the Buying 
of Proviſions ; and likewiſe the Behaviour of the People in the 
Houſe. that it may not fail to anſwer the End of it, viz. to be 
an Houſe of Piety, Charity, and Induſtry. N ine 
VI. THAT all proper Enquiries be daily made by thoſe, whoſe 
Turn *tis to viſit the Houſe, relating to the Obſervance of thoſe 
Orders; and all Complaints, Grievances, &c. be minuted, in Or- 
der to be laid before All, or a Majority of the Governouts. 

VII. THAT all the Governours meet at the Work-Houſe every 
Sunday, after Evening- Service; to adviſe together upon the Mi- 
nutes, taken by them the Week paſt, and to agree upon any 
freſh Rules, as they ſee Occaſion. 

VIII. THAT if any difficult Cafe happens, it ſhall not be deter- 
min'd by the two viſiting Governours, but referr'd to the Weekly 
Meeting; or if it requires immediate Diſpatch, a Majority of 
the Governours ſhall be call'd together on that Occaſion. 

IX. THAT all Reſolutions, and Steps, taken in this Affair, be 
kept in a” Book at the Work-Houſe, for the Satisfaction of any 
Pariſhioner, or the Information of ſuch, as may be defirous to purſue 
the ſame good Deſign in other Places. X. THAT 
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X. THAT the ſaid Governours: be dliligent, and utianimous in 
this Undertaking, avoid all Contradictions, and Oppoſitions to one 


another, and to the Rules agreed on amongſt themſelves, endea- 


vouring to act with ſuch an exact Harmony, that (tho' it be ne- 

_ to decide all Controverſies by the Majority, yet) as far as 

a 27 every ſingle Act of each Perſon, may have the Conſent 
an 


ti 6 of the whole Number concern'd. 


Orders to be obſery d in ids Wark Houſe. 


1. HAT the Bill of Fare be punctually obſerved by the Maſter: 


and Miſtreſs, until any Alteration be made therein, by a 
Majority of the Governours. 
II. THAT if the Butcher, who is to ſerve the Houſe in his 
Turn for a Month, or Quarter, does not conſtantly ſupply it with 
ſuch Pieces of Meat, as the Governours think moſt profitable 


for the Uſe of it, the two Perſons, who viſit on the Market 


Day, ſhall FR .to other Shops in the Pariſh, where they may be 


, f beſt fur ral 11h'd 


Ill. THAT all the Shops in the Pariſh have their reſpective 
Turns to ſerve the Houſe; in Caſe they ſell as good Wares, and 
as cheap as they do to other People. 

IV. THAT they always ſend Note, of the Weight and Price 
with their Goods; which are to be fild by the Maſter, as ſoon as 
he has made proper Entries of the {aid Goods in the Books of: 
the Houſe. _ 

V. THAT all Bil; be paid once a Quarter by the Overſeers. 

VI, THAT the Grown People in the Houſe have their reſpective 
Offices or Employments ; and that thoſe Offices or Employments 
be appointed by a Majority of the Governours. 

VII. THAT the Children ſpin jerſey, and be moderately 
task d; and if they are idle, and do not their Tasks, or make 
great Waſte, that they go. ſometimes without their Meals, and 
ſometimes have corporal Puniſhment, at the Diſcretion ar the: 
Maſter and Miſtreſs. 

VIII. THAT they be at Work by Six of the Clock in che 
Summer, and, Eight in the Winter, and continue ſo, till they 
Have done their daily Tasks. 

IX. THAT, ſpecial Care be taken to prevent the Childrens 
making Waſte; and that this Article be gancularly und 
into by the viſiting Governours. ! Lig „talks s 


8 5 . 
* 


x. THAT 


elderly People calmly, and tenderly ; and Þ 


D141 


X. THAT fit Perſons be appointed to reel the Work; and 


that they do it well and faithfully, without injuring the Houſe, 


or the Perſon who employs them. | 
XI. THAT each Child have every Day two Hours to learn to 
read, cc. at the Diſcretion of the Mafter and Miſtreſs. * 

XII. THAT there be Prayers in the Houſe, Morning and Even- 
ing, and a Chapter in the Bible, diſtinctly read before Prayers; 
and that Grace before and after Meat be always ſaid by one of 
the Children. 558 | | 

XIII. THAT certain Hours be appointed and obſerv'd for Prayer: 
and Meals; and that none of the Houſe be abſent at ſuch Times; 
and that all go to Bed by Eight in the Winter, and Ten in the 
Summer. [940 39 ae ee HL wo i 
XIV. THAT alt the Children, and as many of the Grown People, 
as can be ſpar'd out of the Houſe, do couſtantly go to Church on 
Sundays, Holy-days, Wedneſdays and Fridays, and'carry their 
Bibles and Common Prayer-Books with them. 

XV. THAT neither Children nor others, go abroad on Sundays, 


but continue together in the Houſe, and read ſome Portion of 


Holy Scripture, or a Chapter out of the Whole Duty of Man. 

XVI. THAT the Children be never ſuffer'd to go into the 
Streets, or to play, unleſs they behave themſelves well in the 
Houſe, and do their Tasks. 

XVII. THAT none (either old or young) preſume to go out 
without the Maſter's or Miſtreſs's Leave. | | 

XVIII. THAT particular Care be likewiſe taken of the Educa- 
tion, Manners, and Behaviour of the Children of the Charity- School 
taught in the Work-Houſe; and that their Names be calld over 
at Seven a Clock in the Summer, and Eight in the Winter half 
Year, every Morning, and at one in the Afternoon: And if any 


be miſſing, to be put down with Notes for Tardy, or Abſent; | 


and that great Faults, as Lying, Swearing, Stealing, playing at 
Church, Truanting, &c. be alſo noted down in Weekly Bills, to 
be laid before the Governours every Sunday-Evening. 

XIX. THAT all the Children appear then conſtantly before 
the Governours, to ſhow the Condition of their Cloaths, and to 
be examin'd in the Progreſs they make in their Learning ; that 
the Maſter and Scholars may have their dye Commendations, 
and the Benefactors all the Comfort they propoſe to themſelves, 
by encouraging this Deſign. | 
Taſtly, THAT the Maſter and Miſtreſs uſe all poſſible Care to 
promote Peace, and good Order in the Houſe ; that they treat the 

lay all material Com- 
plaints 


Ad 


t 
t 
* 
* 
a 
I\ 


"= 

K » 

1 2 
» 


EW 
os 7 
* 5 
"4 
3. 7 
- 1 
47 [2 
* 
15 


and to frame their Minutes accordingly for the general 
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them themſelves, 


2 whereby they may be eafily directed to make all proper T 


mug 
laints before the Governours, without attempting to remoye 
RESOLVED, That the Artieles ro to at 4 Veſtry, held 
the 15th of November, 1722. with theſe and all other Orders, 
that may be made hereafter, for the due Management of the 
Work-Houſe, be always conſulted by the viſiting Governours ; 


eekly 


The Bill of Fare, 


r 
Breakfaſt, hard Bisket for the Children, Bread and Cheeſe 
for the Old People. Dinner, Buttock of Beef and Pudding. 


1 Supper, the ſame as for Breakfaſt. 
. Monday. 


1 per, Bread and Cheeſe. 


Breakfaſt, Broth. Dinner, Cold Meat and Pudding, Sup- 


Tueſday. 

Breakfaſt, hard Bisket for the Children, Milk-Porrage for the 
Old People. Dinner, double Rands of Beef and Pudding. 
Supper, Bread and Butter. | 

| Wedneſday. 

Breakfaſt, Broth. Dinner, Cold Meat and Pudding. Sup- 

per, Bread and Cheeſe. | 
Thurſday. 


Breakfaſt as on Tueſday. Dinner, Mouſe-Piece of Beef and 

Peaſe- Pudding. Supper, —_ and Butter. 
| Friday. | 

Breakfaſt, Peaſe-Porrage. Dinner, Cold Meat and Pudding. 
Supper, Bread and Cheele. 

. Saturday. 

Breakfaſt, as on Thurſday. Dinner, thicken'd Milk, Sup- 
per, Bread. and Butter. | | 


The Method of Ke 
f {> e lee 


ing the Books in the 'J 
at Stroud. 1 


BOOK (No. 1.) contains the 7tarly Subſcriptions to 
the Charity-School, the Disburſements, and an Account 
of what Children have been plac'd out, and to what 
Trades, and with what Sms out of the Charity-Fund. 


Yearly Subſcriptions to the 
Charity-School; wherein 
there are now 20 Chil- 
dren, whole Parents. are 
Poor, but receive no Reliefſption. 


7 


from the Pariſh. 


* 


Yearly 
Subſcri 


„ 


E 


Lad y- 


Day ä 
723, te 
Mid- 


Executors of Ed Colſton Eſq; 
Ed. Hall Eſq; — —— 


Mr. Pemble 


* 7 


ſummer. 


I o5 © 


O 10.6 


0.05 0 


— — 


* 
elmas. 


——ͤʒ 1«-WwKN＋.4J—— 
1 05 © 
O 10 6 


o of 2 


Chriſt- 


mas. 


— 
I 05 o 
O 10 6 


o oF © 


Quarterly Payments. 


Lady- 


Day 


1724. 


| 


— — 
1 05 © 
o 10 6 


o 05 © 


&c. 


&c. 


&c. &c. &c, 7, 


Disburſements from Lady - Day 
1723, to ditto 1724. 


Charity-Children placed out, 
: Cc. i 


1 


* 


Half a Ream 
of fine Paper 7 *| 
30. Ink 
June 26, Cloaths —— 12 
Jaly 20. Towards -plac-T _ 
ing out a Boy {© 
Maſier's Salary o5 o- 
QC. — 


March 26. 


m— — 


Ten Pounds more per Annum paid the 
Maſter by the Officers, out of 
the Aſſeſſments for the Poor. 
beſides Meat, Drink, Waſhing 
and Lodging for himſelf, his 


A. 
* 
— 
3 
* 


B. Baker — without Money. 
C. Fiſherman -—— 40 Shillings. 
. D. Service = 40 Shilings. 
D. E. * Hatter 3 Guineas. 
&c. | 


3 


* A Guirea is yromis'd this Lad, when 
ae is half out of his Time, in Caſe he 
haves himſeff well, And ſome ſuch 
*ncouragement will be given to all, in 
Irder to make em good Servants, and 
2ocd Chriſtians. A Bible and Comtaon 
*rayer-Book, Ic. are given them, when 
ney leave the School. 


Wite, and two Children, 


o Trades and Services. 


See Book (No, 2.) for the Pariſh- f 
Orphans, who are allo carefully pu- 


a Oo Ny 
| = 
—_ >. 2 *#. 


C17) 
Number 2. 
In this Book, are the Ames of all the Poor Perſons and 


* ®ariſh-Orphans, that have been lodg'd. and maintain'd 
%o in the Mor k-Hbouſo, ſince the Opening of it Midſummer, 


it 1722. With their Ae, Time of their Aamittance, their 
t © Employment, &c. N 
F — | 8 
— | Elderly Per-|Age.] Admittance, | Employment. Died or left the 
* A1ons. | Houle, &c. 
f M. Hills 60 June 1722. Impotent. Died Nov. 1722. 
A. Burgate | 30 | June 1722. Impotent. Died Dec. 1722. 
Rad. Batty 80 | July 1722. b Impotent. 
4 nits for the Uſe 
4 Eſther Pennel 82 | July 1722+ | of the Houſe. | 
= Sews for the Uſe 
o A Eliz, Long | 51 | July 17922, of the Houſe. 
8 4 Ben. Cat ] 56 | Sept. 1722. | Makes Brooms, 7 Aug. 
| Pub Makes and mends 
o © The. Brown 60 ar = -_ Shoes for the 
4 . „ ien 5 33 
Ra. Drum, 54 Set. 1722. Dreſſes Victuals, Left the Houſe 
oy | — r BR} 2. os 1 wes © a oo Auguſt 1723. 
; 0 F * — —— r — 
Pariſh-Qr- ig «47 5- | 
_ phans. 
— — — — er — p nne : — — 
& A. of 4 -J1 Ris 3 LATE : SIC - [Chriſtmas, 1723. 
. * Marg. Helt CIA. June 1222] Spins. Jerſey. . put to a_ good 
" | Service. 
. | "WF Reels the other Died March 
N 5 , 1935. . 3 $ no. 
_ Fees Held þ 11: n. An. Children's Work.] 1723. 
en : | FF Appren i el-to 
he * Thomas John- , i . A Fiſherman, 
ch een, &c. It | June 1722. SP 11S. threeGuineas 
5 3 | LS and Cloaths. 
on * This Girl, nog Sixteen Years Old, was bonnd till ſhe's 21, (accordins to 
en Law) and then her Miſtreſs is oblig'd to give her two Suits of Cloaths, and 


; 40 Shillings in Money. We find by Experience, that 'tis the beſt Way to 
th. þ apprentice ſuch Girls; otherwiſe they are apt to be often changing Places, 
65 RY! and ſo come but to little. . 

C Book 


a OE ¶ “V AO PA 


&c. 


Thirty Perſons in the] 
_ Houſe this Week, 
and the Charge per 


March 25. Two Pound of Butter————— 00 


Six Gallon Loaves 


Weekly Disburſements, 


27. Two Barrels of Bee 00 
'T: 


28. Nine *.Stone and fix Pounds of Beef) 
gat 22 d. per Stone — —— 


Sewing, Cr. for the 


Uſe of the Houſe — 
And ſo of the other Weeks. © 


F 


29. Leather to ſole one Pair of Boys Shoes 00 oo 


&: d. 

OI 0 

— OO O04 06 

14 0 

* 17 10% 

Og 

Total this Week o2 10 oo 
+ Earnings this Week 
| bySpinmng,reckoning 

nothing for Knitting, o 8 x 


Eight Pounds are a Stone. 


1 Earnings brought hither from Book No! 4; that they and the Week! 
Dizburſements may be ſeen at one View, © © > 


Twi 


In Book N- 4. are kept our 
Weekly Earnings. 


| | TNames of the | Wool Weekly Earnmgs. 0” 
* Charity childeliver'd Aug. | 15. | 16. *| 17. | 18. [19 ſinspin- 
aren. to them, 14. |Tueſd.|Wedneſd.\Thurſd.|Frid.|Sat.\ning 1 
Mond 


Anne Wall |Aug-12.1/.] 24. 2d. 24, | 24. | 2d. 
> M.Dickerſon Aug-12.11.| 3d. | 3d.| 2 d. Abſent] 3 d. 
Eliz. Euard | Aug.10.11.] 2d. | 2d.| 24d. | 24. | 24. 
Anne Choice Ditto. t d. 1 t d. 1 d. 11 . 2 1 d. 
I. Choice, &. Ditto. Learner. I ditto.| ditto. | ditto, | 1 d. 


* Pariſh Orphans. as £445 | 105 
Thomas Johnſon 2 d. 2d. 24d. | 2d. 2d. i d. © 
Samuel Holt 24. 2d. 2d. | 24. 2d. r d. © 
John Rowe | 2 d. | 2d.| 2d. | 2d. 2. i d. © 
Richard Bromley, &c.1 2 d. | 2 d. | Sick. | Sick. 14. 1 00 


Elderly People. | 
Betty Long, Made two Shifts this Week for the Uſe of the Houſe: 
M. Channon, Made three Boys Shirts this Week. | 
Ns ek" ee Br Ph Sn a ng 
Ben. Cat, Made 8 Dozen of Brooms, -. - 

J. Dudley, Cleans the Chambers, makes Beds, Gr. 5 


Th. Browne, &c. Made 2 Pair of Shoes, ſol'd ir, heel- peec'd 
hex and underlaid, 1—pRire— : ah : ”"_ 


= 


EY _ —_ . — - 


* 
* 
4 5 * PRI * n 64 \ * 
F R . o ” # S 
wo aha: 95 | „ IR: 7 00 
*,* * i # 1 5 's 
* # 
8 . 


—— * 


lt 


* Theſe Charity Girls are allo ſometimes employed in Sewing and Kaitting, 
. N in Spinning; and what they earn, they carry Home x2 their 
arents, | 
Note. The Wool is not weigh'd to the Pariſh-Ocphans ; but a little deliver'd 
at a Time, to prevent Waſte ; and their Earnings go into the Pariſh Stock, 
and the Waſte they make is paid for out of the Srock, © 
The Charity Children pay for their own Waſte, 


% 


Book No. 5. Shews how the Money expended in the Houſe 


has circulated thro? the Pariſh,-and the Annual Charge. 
Note, Every Tradeſman ſends Bills with every Parſel of Goods, which are fil'd, 


and the ſaid Goods enter'd in this Book to each Man's Account, "8 
Bread, Flower, and hard Bisket. : Milk. 3 
Paid Mr. — 1 Quarter, . | Paid Mrs. —1 & 2 Qr. OO 19 oOo 2 
viz. from 27705 10 73. 3 Cr. or or õ . 
1723, to Midſummer 4 Cr. oo 08 ooo ö; 
Mr.— 24 Quarter 7 06 53 | 7 
Mr. — 3d Quarter 7 o1 © h O02 08 06 | 
Mr.—qth pos | | | — 
g 14 6 Beef. | 
viz.toLad day 1 — Paid M 1. —1 Quarter 07 12 03 
22.127 Mr. — 2 Quarter cg 02 101 
Batter, Checſe, Soap, Candles, and| Mr. —3 Quart. 06 12 68 
other ſmall Wares. © | Mr.— 4 Quart. 11 04 08 


Paid Mr. — 1 Quarter 3. 11 83. 
Mr.— 2 Quarter 4 05 10 8 
Mr. — 3 Quarter 4 14 2 [Leather to make and 
Mr. — 4 Quarter 4 10 0 mend Shoes forp og 10 103, 4 

the whole Year — | 3 


34 12 053 


17 or 84 F 

Paid Mr. A. and Mr.B. Mending Wheels and i 

for Linnen cards o8 04| Reels, ſtrong dende 1000 

for the whole Year” for Waſherwomen, f 

Paid Mr. A. tor 4 Chal- a ws 2 —_ „ 3 ; | 
dron of Coals forp4 0s oo Maſter sSalary oP on ve! 
the whole Year —; | ; 56 ol 10% 


— 


Beer. 161 


Paid Mr. — 1 Quarter 4 07 06 — — 
2 Quarter 4 07 os WholeYear'sCharge 133 00 05 


3 Quarter 4 Oo 06 * p 1 
We reckon we had, one Week with 
| 4 Quarter 4 14 06 another, 30 Perſons in the Houſe all the 
17 10 00 Year ; fo that the Weekly Charge per 
— "Head is about 1 s. 8 d. half-penny, and 
Total 76 18 07 | he Earnings clear to the Pariſh, 


e keep alſo in this Book our Account with the Perſon who 
employs the Houle, Viz. 


Brought over 76 18 07 


June 22. 1723. Receiv'd | Stain. Value. 
of Mr. — 12 pound . 4. d. 
of Wool, &c. Return'd July 1 11 12 4+—117 og 5+ 


'  Note.EverySkain is ſo many Threads round a Reel of ſach 
| a Circuinference, for which One Penny i: paid for Spinning, 
without our being at the Trouble of Buying or Selling. 


We pay a Penny per Ox for what is loſt, as you ſee 34˙4 
is deducted for the Loſs of 3 Oz. & half ont of the 12 pound 
The Value of 117 Skains at a Penny per Skain, being 97. 94. 


A Iser 


L 21 ] 
We have likewiſe another Book, where the 12 Governours, 
(two of whom viſit the Houſe every Day) enter their 


Names, and make ſuch Memorandums, Oc. as they 
ſee Occaſion, 972. 


A. B. B. | #4 | 
1723. Monday | 

2d April, | Linnen wanted 
for Shirts, cc. 


Ge D. D. E. 


Tueſday 3 d. 


Query, if it may 
not be proper t 
alter the Bill o 
And ſo of the] Fare for Satur 

other Days. days Dinner. 


Sunday Evening, 


HEN all the Governours meet together at the Work-Houſe, 
to conſult on the Minutes made the Week paſt : 


RESOLV'D, That a Piece of Linnen-Cloth be bought to make 
Shirts, &c. and that all poſſible Care be taken to prevent the 
Childrens being louſie. | 


RESOLV'D, That 12 Pennyworth of Milk be bought to ſupply 
the Place of a Bullock's Head for Saturday's Dinner, Cc. 


. 


f Iſcription over the Door of the Work-Houſe 


at Stroud. 


To the Honour of God, and the Benefit of the Poor of 
this Pariſh ; This Houſe was built with Mr. Vatts's 
Charity, Anno Dom. 1721. In which the Sick and 
Aged are taken Care of; the Ignorant inſtructed ; 

ſuch, as are able to Work employ'd; and a comfor- 
table Maintenance provided for all. 


Go, and do thou likewiſe, 


A 


[ 22 ] 


4 brief Account of ſeveral Work-Honſes 
in Eflex, Cc. | 


. T Billericay, A large Houſe was built in the Year 1719, and 


coſt 300 l. and upwards; which Sum was borrow'd upon In- 
tereſt, and Security given by {ix Men, by Order of Veſtry, 
which Perſons were appointed Truſtees to manage the Building, As 
ſoon as this Houſe came to be inhabited, 60 J. per Annum was ſav'd 
out of the uſual Rates, towards paying for it; and very great 
Advantages preſently accrued to the Pariſh from it. They bake 
and brew, and make an-Hogſhead of ſmall Beer with two Buſhels 
of Malt; the Maſter ſometimes adds half a Buſhel of Malt at his 
own Charge, for which he is allowed ten Gallons of Ale. The Poor 
in this Houle ſpin Jerſey; and nothing ſeems to be wanting, but 
a better Proviſion for the Childrens Education. 

At Brentwood, A large Houſe is rented, and fourteen Perſons ap- 
pointed to manage the Affairs of it; two whereof are to viſit it 
every Day, or to forfeit a certain Sum. They have a Meeting once 
a Fortnight upon the Buſinels of the Pariſh, when they ſpend 2 s. 6 d. 
of the Pariſh-Money. One of theſe fourteen Gentlemen keeps a 
particular Account of every T3398 that's brought into the Houle, 
which he has from the Governstrs; and the Overſeers of the Poor 
are the Pay-Maſters. The Church-Wardens and Overſeers for the 
Time being, are always of the fourteen; but before they are 
choſen into their reſpective Offices, an Agreement is ſign'd by all 
the Inhabitants in Veſtry (that the Officers to be elected may thus 
be engag'd beforehand) to ſubmit to ſuch Rules as are or ſhall be 
made for the Intereſt of the Pariſh. When this Account was taken, 4 
there were only a few ancient People in the Houſe; and ſome were C 
employ'd in making Tile-Pins. Note, a Woman. was ſent from this t 

t 
1 


Houſe to Bridewell, and confin'd two Months, for abuſing the 
Governeſs and Officers. | # 
At Bury-Kins, Two old Houſes, belonging to the Pariſh, were fit= t 
1 ted up, and open'd at Chriſtmas 1721. Six Men are appointed to f 
look after it, and meet every Thurſday for that Purpoſe. Some of fe 
Wy: the Poor pull Oakham; and a blind Perſon may be fo employ d. 
Some old Men ſcare Crows, &c. in Seed-Time, and go to Hay- 
11 making; Old Fiſhermen knit Nets, Stockings, Cc. The Poor live | 
well, and the Pariſh is eas'd very much iu their Aſſeſsments; but , 
there's not ſufficient Care taken to inſtruct the poor Children. 
At Chelmsford, There is a large Houſe, built in 1716, which coſt fri 
Soo. Twelve Perſons contracted with a Builder, and bones — 
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3 about 300/. which Sum was paid out of the uſual Rates in eighteen 


Months, without advancing them. The Poor in the Houle ſpin 
Jerſey, and live very comfortably ; but tis hop'd, ſome farther 
Care will be taken of the Children's Education. The Expences in 
the Houſe, amount to about 121. per Month; which, with the 
other caſual Disburſements in the Pariſh, are audited, and paſs'd 
at a Veſtry held every firſt Monday in the Month. And by theſe 
Methods a very conſiderable Sum is fay'd every Year. Note, That 
at the Seaſon of picking Hops, the whole Family have been em- 
ploy'd that Way, and earn'd a good deal of Money. 

At Horn-Church, The Sum of 300 l. was lent by a Gentleman of 
the Pariſh, without Intereſt for three Years, to build an Houſe, 
which was done in 1720. The Pariſh keep up the old Rates to 
pay the Debt, which is or will ſoon be diſcharg'd. The Poor 
1pin Flax, Hemp, and Jerſey, for the Farmers Wives. 

At Rumford, An old Houſe, belonging to the Pariſh, was fitted up 
in 1721, where the Poor wind Silk, Spin, Cc. as at Horn- Church. 
They likewiſe knit, and do other Work for their Neighbours. 
Some Women go out to waſh, &c. Men to threihing, and any 


3 { Husbandry-Work. The Officers take their Money, and provide 


all Neceſſaries for them. 

At Writtle, an Houſe was built in 1717; for which Purpole 
2001, was borrow'd upon Intereſt, and paid in two Years out of 
the old Rates. And even They began preſently to ſink from 2 s. 6 d. 
to 2 5. per Pound; and after the Charge of Building was clear'd, 
to 1 5. per Pound. The Poor are employ'd in Carding and Spin- 
ning for Colcheſter Bays; and the Accounts are paſs'd here every 
Month as at Chelmsford. 

There are other Work-Houſes in Eſex, viz. at Malden, Brantree, 
Hatfield, &c. and likewiſe ſeveral in Northamptonſhire, and other 
Counties, which (I am told) are lately ſet up. And the State of 
theſe, it were to be deſir'd, might be given in yearly ; Becauſe 
there is Reaſon to expect this Deſign will go proſperouſly on, and 
improve as much as is poſſible. Perhaps even theſe I have men- 
tion'd above, have undergone ſome Alterations for the better, 
fince I ſaw them; tho' they will very well ſerve (as they are) 


for a Specimep. 
Kent. 


| f « T Maidſtone, An Houſe was built in 1720. by Captain Bliſs, 


which coſt 650/. By which the Poor-Rates are reduc'd 
from 900 J. per Annum to about 5301. The Poor are employ'd in 
making Hop-Bagging, and ſome of the Children earn 25, per 
Week. A diſorder'd Perſon has earn'd 6 or 7s. per Week. Here 


is 


JL 24 ] 
is a plentiful Proviſion in all Reſpefts made for the Poor (as in- 
deed there is in all other Houſes) unleſs it be in the Article of 
Education. And even that may be provided for, either by allow. 
ing the Pariſh-Orphans the Liberty of going to the Chari 


School, as they do in ſome Places, or by annexing That to « + 
Houſe. | 


Inſcription over the Door of the Work-Houſe 
at Maidſtone. | 


Ut Pauperes meliori Vitz Regimini 
| ſubjiciat; 
Ut Induſtriam potius quam Segnitiem 
promoveat ; | 
Ut ab Impensa vix tolerabili (iis tamen 
Sublevandis impari) Parochiam 
exoneret ; 
Hoc, quod ſpectas, Xdificium 
Ex ſingulari ſua Munificentia poſuit 
Tho. Bliſs Arm. 
1720. 


Ad vertiſement. 


be HEREAS the Relief of the Poor is become almoſt an 
9 intolerable Burden to moſt Pariſhes ;, and the Ignorance, Idle- 
neſs, and Vice, which are found amongſt them, a grievous. Scandal 
to the whole Nation, as well as the Occaſion of much Miſery to | 
the Poor themſelves: And whereas the Deſign of Work-Houſes 
is very well adapted to remove all ſuch Grievances; and the erect- 
ing them under proper Regulations, ſeems to be the moſt effectual 
Method of doing Good in theſe Reſpetts ; it is therefore humbly 
requeſted, in Order to make theſe charitable Foundations as com- 
pleat as poſſible, that the Managers of all ſuch Houſes as are 
already, or ſhall be erected, will be pleaſed to communicate a 
particular Account of what Methods they have found moſt ſucceſs- 
ful for promoting and well-managing them; and likewiſe of their 
ſeveral Ways of employing their Poor, according to their diffe- 
rent Ages and Capacities. Such Accounts, direfted to Mr, 
Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe, will be thankfully receiv'd. 


F I N IT S. 
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